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2012 Award of Merit Ceremony for Otaki Town Hall

On this occasion, UNESCO Bangkok Office will officially present the
UNESCO Heritage Award to the Otaki Town Hall which has won an
Award of Merit in the 2013 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation. The conservation project undertaken at The
Otaki Town Hall has demonstrated the viability of restoring a unique
Modernist architectural structure dating to the late 1950s.

The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards have over the past decade
brought to light successful private sector efforts in conserving
heritage bulldings in the region. UNESCO believes that commending
such initiatives will encourage others to undertake conservation

projects, either through local community efforts or by seeking public-
private partnerships.

Many UNESCO Award-winning projects have had a tremendous
impact on conservation in their neighbourhoods and in their
countries. In meeting the criteria of the Awards, some winning
projects have set new technical standards in conservation, whilst
others have provided an inspiring demonstration of the political
feasibility of conserving historic bulldings. Most importantly, the
winning projects show beyand a doubt that conservation should be a




shared responsibility between the government and civil society as
the safeguarding of heritage requires the participation of all.

Since the programme began in 2000, we have seen very strong
competition for the Awards - with a total of 556 entries from 24
countries, of which 160 have received UNESCO recognition for their
exemplary conservation work. There are four different kinds of
awards — ranging from the Award of Excellence to Honourable
Mention within the conservation category. Then there is the Jury
Commendation award which was launched in 2005 to recognize

contemporary architectural design that is well-integrated into
historic contexts.

-

The heritage awards jury panel is composed of between 8 to 10
distinguished conservation and architectural experts, drawn from
across the region. Convened in June each year, the jury meeting
takes place at the UNESCO Bangkok office, and over the course of
the meeting each submitted project is carefully deliberated by the
jury panellists. The winning projects are selected and awarded

according to the award criteria, understanding the place, technical
achievement and social and policy impact.

UNESCO has previously recognized another project from Japan. In
2010 the Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse received an Award of
Distinction for its efforts to also restore this industrial heritage icon.

In 2013 the award cycle received entries from the widest geographic
spread to date, with a total of 47 projects submitted from 16
countries across Asia and the pacific. With support from the Sino-
Ocean Charity Foundation the programme will continue this year to

expand and explore new ang exciting issues related to exemplary
heritage conservation practice.




The Award of excellence last year was given to Wat Prayoon, a
temple located in the multicultural area of Kadeejeen in Bangkok.
Furthermore, the jury gave 3 awards of distinctions, 6 awards of

merits and 2 honourable mentions from as far afield as Afghanistan
to Viet Nam.

The 2013 Heritage Awards Jury panel praised the vision of the
Japanese Institute of Architects, and in particular for the unique
partnerships created throughout the project;

Please allow me to share with you the official Jury citation:

“The conservation of the 1959 Otaki Town Hall has sensitively
restored a once overlooked Modern heritage building at risk of
demolition, thereby reinvigorating a historic public space for
continued local use. In addition to the conservation work,
which focused on the deteriorating concrete and steel
structural elements, the project also introduced structural
seismic reinforcement so that the building now meets the
requirements of present-day building codes. The success of the
project can be attributed to the commitment of multiple public
and private stakeholders and the foresight of the Japan
Institute of Architects. The rescue of the town hall draws
attention to the plight of other imperiled landmarks of
twentieth century Japanese architecture around the country”.

In closing, | would like to thank all those involved in making this
award ceremony such a success.

Dr. Tim Curtis

Chief Culture Unit, UNESCO Bangkok
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